VOTES anp PROCEEDINGS, November, 1791. Bg

On the clofe of this operation, the amount of ftock of the United States that will then remain the
property of the public, will be as follows : £.95,440 fix per cents; producing an annual intereft of
£.5.728 8 o L. 111,870 three per cents. £.3.356 2 0. £. 94,552 deterred flock, producing’
ho intereft until January, 1801. Total of principal ffock £. 301,862. "Lotal of annual inten

.g,084 10 0.

"(I)‘ hefe objelts, thus examined by the committee, there then remained for their confideration one
demand againft the ftate of very ferious complexion and extent. The claim alluded to is that of the
Meffieurs Vanftaphorft, of Amfterdam, for the recovery of which, with extravagant damages, they
have already inftituted a fuit in the fupreme federal court. : "

In compliance with the application of the faid Meflieurs Vanftaphorft and their agent, made by
jetters to the legiflature, and referred to the committee, an eftimate of appropriations already made,
and of others, are now propofed, for the complete payment of the anaual intereft arifing on the
principal fum loaned of [£. 40,500 currency, which every concurrent mouve of national faith, and
her own intereft, would induce government to pay regularly, rather than permit to accumulate.

But, as the final liquidation of this demand in the mode now purfued, may decply affect the politi=
cal rights of this ftate, as an independent member of the union, the committee are of opinion that
it would be advifable rather to propofe reafonable offers of compromife, than to permit 2 prccedent to
be eftablithed, by which any individual foreigner may endanger the political and private rights of this’
fate and her citizens ; and, for this purpofe, they propofe, that the adt of April feflion, 1787, chap.
42, be now revived, and that the commifioners thereby appointed be zuthorifed to liquidete and
finally adjuft with the faid Mefficurs Vanftaphorft, or their agent duly authorifed, their (2id claim,
and to propofe to them either to fubfcribe the fame in part of this ftate’s quota of the 2flumed debt of
the United States, if the time for completing the fame fhall be prolonged, or te receive in difcharge
thereof, at a reafonable price, fo much of the deferred or three per cent. ftock of this {tate, as may
be agreed on. And the committee are of opinion that the legiflature fhouid pafs fuch 2is and refolu-
tions as may be neceffary for all the foregoing purpofcs.

"All which is fubmitted to the honourable houle. -

» By order, N. PINKNEY, clk. .
Which was read.

Mr. Duvall, from the committee, brings in and delivers to My, Speaker a bill, entitled, An act
for the relief of Elizabeth Dorfey, executrix of Thomas Do:fey, late of Anne-Arundel county;
which was read the firft time and ordered-to lic on the table. -

Mr. Clark appeared in the houle.

Mr. Mercer brings in and delivers the following letter, to the honourabie John Henry and Charles
Carroll, of Carrollton, Efguires. )

To the honourable ]OHVN HENRY and CHARLES CARROLL, of CARROLLTOX, Efquires;

reprefentatives of the ftate of Maryiand in the fenate of the United States.

GENTLEMEN, :

IN the journal of the proceedings of the fenate of the United States, tran{mitted to us by autho-
rity, a propofition, that the doors of that honourable body fhould be open whiift fitting in their legif-
_ lative capacity, appears to have been made and rejeited.  The reafons, however cogent, which Jed”
to a determination fo oppofite to the already declared fenfe of a confiderable proportion of the confe=
deracy, remain fupprefled i that fecrecy which this vote feems defigned to perpetuate. Left filenc
acquiefcence may be improperly conftrued into implied appiobanon, and as fuch tend to weaken the
efforts of other ftates, we do not hefitate to declare our fenfe againft this determination of that ho-
nourable body.

The legiflative deliberations of thefe ftates, both under their colonizl and nationa! eltblithments;
have been generally, if not univerfally, open: They derived the practice from that country whence
they emigrated, and habit and prejudice are now firongly in favour of a cuftom hitherto uninter-
rupted. Innovations, which arc at variance with long and approved ufage, cuzht to be {upported by
fubftantial confiderations ; none fuch have been fuggelted ; none {fuch, we con'efs, occur to our own
refle@ion, nor can we difcern any reafon why the motives of general and public 2&s fhould remain
buried in filence and fecrecy. )

In free governments the authority and fan&ion of the laws in a great meafure depend on the influ-
ence of opinion ; the public mind, therefore, cannot be too thoroughly poffefled of the reafons which
influenced their adoption ; and if the motives of meafures fairly expofed and generaliy com municatedy
will not fecure them public approbation, they generally furnifh conclufive argument againft thew
continuance. Myftery is the garb of tyranny, whilt frec government, founded on reajon, derives
new ftrength from every inquiry. - R

* On the formation of the federal conflitution, a great proportion of America viewed, with 2 jea<
leus eye, the union of legiflative and executive powers in the fenate of the United States ; the declas
rations of rights of the feveral fRates had borne united teftimony againft this combination;; and whes
the immenfe patronage, both in the foreign and home departments, attached to that body, is con<
- témplated, it may create fufpicion Jeft general laws may be calculated with reference to thofe perfons
who are to difcharge their duties. Solicitation and canvafs for office may pofibly introduce a {piri¢
of negotiation unfriendly to that difinterefted condu@ fo indifpenfable to equal legiflation. We
know ot no cotreor of this effeét of the conftitution of the body fo powerful as the admiflion of
the public éye. Charatters will always be there found both ready and capable to dete& and expole
ix%xprggcr motives, if any fuch fhould ever arife, ar%i the prefs, that modern cenfor of public mm



